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				With each other, for each other

			

		

		
				Building more homes without rethinking the way we live together will not solve the fundamental issues with the housing crisis. Besides more quality homes for lower and middle incomes, we also need housing solutions that are sustainable, foster strong social connections and are affordable. Collaborative housing has the potential to tick all of these boxes – so why don’t we know more about this concept? asks Darinka Czischke.
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				A truly inclusive housing policy looks beyond income

			

		

		
				Affordable housing for people with low incomes, it’s one of the pillars of an inclusive society. But Boram Kimhur, active in the housing sector, realized the experts she was working with, had different views on what housing justice was, what problems were and what possible solutions could be. For her PhD thesis Boram questioned: “Are there better solutions or policies to make housing more fair and more inclusive than focusing on distribution of income and houses?”

			
		
	


			
		

			
				
	

	
			
			
				
	
	
			
	
		
			
				
			
			
				
			
		
		
				
					
						
					
				
				
					[image: ]
				
			
	

		

				
	
		
		
		
	

	
		
		

	
		
		
	

	

	


		
				Co-designing residents can make collaborative housing more affordable

			

		

		
				Collaborative housing turns out to be potentially more affordable than other forms of housing, especially if the future residents are co-designing. It often produces better quality, too, according to doctoral research by Sara Brysch. "When residents are involved in the design, they can arrive through trade-offs at a building design that meets their needs, at the lowest possible building cost." says Brysch.
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				Super sustainable renewal is the future

			

		

		
				With smart solutions to expand the Dutch housing stock and make homes more sustainable, the SUM student team devised a way to renew the 847.000 outdated tenement flats in The Netherlands. 
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				Resisting earthquakes is a good first step

			

		

		
				When you build in an earthquake-prone region, your structure should be resistant. Sounds reasonable, but merely making shock-proof buildings is not enough, according to Dr. Simona Bianchi. She leads a team performing multi-hazard analysis. “An earthquake often leads to other disasters, such as fires or floods. If you want to protect people and property, you have to design with these risks in mind.”
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